1756) French Regime in Wisconsin

[1756. Fort Duquesne] We have now on the Continent
[in this region | one thousand French, seven hundred Delawares
and Chouanons, besides a number of Tllincis, as many as three
hundred French and Indians, under the care of Sieur de Vil-
liers, about 250 Miamis and Outagnons, under M. de Beles-
tre, 300 from Detroit and 700 from Michilimakinae, command-
ed by Chevalier de Repentigny, d’Anglade and Hebert, Junior,
amounting in all to 3,250 men. [We are] expecting to hear
whether M. Beaubassin, Commandant at the Point, will have
brought the Sauteurs belonging to his post;® we shall soon learn
the exploits of these Nations.

[Aug. 8, 1856.] M. Dumas has likewise caused peace to be
concluded between the Illinois, the Nations of the Bay, the
Saulteux and Pouteonamis.

Although the greatest portion of the Upper Nations have
returned, through fear of the smallpox that prevailed at Nia-
gara and subsequently at Presqu’lsle, which they have been
equally apprehensive of catching at Fort Duquesne, M. Dumas’
force consists nevertheless, of 810 men.

5 “Hebert Junior” is probably a misprint for “Herbin Junior,” for
whom see ante, p. 137, note 81.

Pierre Joseph Hertel, Sieur de Beaubassin, belonged to a prominent
Canadian family who had estates in Acadia. Born in 1715, he became
ensign (1748). Having been very successful during King George’s
War in raiding in the neighborhood of Albany, he was sent by the
governor of New France to arrange with the governor of New York
for an exchange of prisoners. The latter remonstrated with La Jon-
quiére for sending one known to have “committed cruel barbarities in
the last war.” His negotiations were, however, successful and he re-
ceived a gratuity for his “zeal and industry,” besides promotion in the
army. In 1751 he married Catherine Jarret de Verchéres, who became
an especial friend of the Marquis de Montcalm. In 1756 he was made
lieutenant, being stationed at La Pointe de Chequamegon, Wisconsin.
In 1759, he came to Quebec, apparently from the eastward, bringing
with him a detachment of Abenaki Indians. His services were in de-
mand during the siege, and he likewise took part in the campaign of
1760, at its close retiring to France —Ep.
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